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timely and earnest plea to the general reader from a churchman's 
point of view for more careful, conscientious, and intelligent church 
building. The author believes that the root of the best ecclesiastical 
architecture is to be found in the English Gothic of the early sixteenth 
century. He shows how, with modern modifications varied according 
to conditions and localities, it can be applied to all forms of church 
structure from the country chapel to the great cathedral. The work is 
choicely printed, profusely illustrated with reproductions of good and 
bad architecture, and contains an interesting chapter on interior deco- 
ration and furnishing. — John P. Lenox. 

Die Homiletik und die Katechetik des Andreas Hyperius. Ver- 
deutscht und mit Einleitungen versehen, von E. Chr. Achelis und 
Eugen Sachsse. (Berlin: Reuther & Reichard, 1901; pp. iv + 214; 
M. 3.) Andreas Hyperius (Gerhard), born in Flanders in 151 1, 
became a professor of theology at Marburg in 1542, which position he 
held until his death in 1564. From contemporary notes we learn that 
he was a man highly respected both for his learning and his exem- 
plary life. He is said to have been exceedingly popular with the 
students on account of the personal interest he took in them. He 
left a few treatises in Latin on subjects connected with practical 
theology, which, though republished several times in the seventeenth 
century, were unknown to our present generation until in 1854, when 
attention was again directed to them. In the book before us we have 
a translation of two of his most valuable works, one a treatise on 
" Homiletics " (pp. 1-146) and the other on "Catechetical Instruc- 
tion" (pp. 147-214). Each treatise is preceded by some valuable 
introductory matter. The special interest in both of these treatises for 
our time is probably historical only, in that the " Homiletics " was the 
first book which broke away from the formal scholastic rules of sermon- 
making and clearly denned the difference between rhetoric and homi- 
letics, between the forum and the pulpit. In the second treatise 
Hyperius's main object seems to have been to stimulate the Protestant 
clergy of his day to more care and industry in the Christian training 
of the youth. He holds up to them as an example the catechumenate 
of the early church. The reader will find many of the suggestions of 
Hyperius valuable, when he reflects that catechetical instruction in the 
sixteenth century was much more needed than it possibly is today. — 
Hausbrot. Ein Jahrgang neuer Evangelien-Predigten. Von Bruno v. 
Hiilsen. (Leipzig: Striibig, 1901; pp. viii+373; M. 4.) This volume 
contains sixty-three sermons, one for each Sunday and the principal 
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holidays of the church year, all of them on some passage from the 
gospels but one, and that one is the sermon for Sylvester evening, the 
subject for which is the ninetieth psalm. The book is a good illus- 
tration of the homily, which today is much more prevalent in the 
German state church than it is in the American pulpit. The thought 
is clothed in simple and vigorous German. There is also a pleasing 
warmth of religious feeling in the sermons, from which we may infer 
that they will really become "Hausbrot" to such readers who take the 
time to meditate upon them as they read. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Musical Ministries in the Church. By Waldo S. Pratt. (Chicago : 
Revell, 1901; pp. 176; $1, net.) The book begins with a rapid, 
untechnical survey of the history of ecclesiastical music, professedly 
incomplete, but sufficient to impress the reader with the important 
part which religion has played in the development of the art of music, 
and, conversely, with the important influence which music has had in 
the expression and stimulation of Christian feeling. In the opening 
chapter, the conclusion is reached that there is "an obstinate belief that 
music in connection with religion has certain unattained ideal values." 
" The real problem about church music, then, is not whether or not it has 
substantial values with reference to religion as an experience, but how 
better to realize its ideals by practical means." In the succeeding chap- 
ters upon "Hymns and Hymnology," "The Choir," and "The Organ 
and the Organist " the author sets forth the meaning of their various 
functions, and for certain defects points out practical remedies which 
naturally suggest themselves after the proper ideal has been grasped. 
The book should prove of more than ordinary helpfulness to. organists 
and singers, to those who serve the churches as music committees, and 
especially to ministers, upon whom in greatest measure the spiritual 
burden of even the supposedly purely musical features of the church 
devolve. Professor Pratt says rightly and forcefully: " From him [the 
minister] will radiate, whether he wills it or not, a pervasive influence 
which shall either invigorate or deaden all practical efficiency." 
Accordingly the last chapter of the book is devoted to a survey of the 
minister's responsibility. Appendices are added, giving bibliography. — 
Die Lauretanische Litanei. Historisch-kritische Studien. Von Angelo 
deSanti. Ausdem Italienischen iibersetzt von Johann Norpel. (Pader- 
born : F. Schoningh, 1900; pp. 134; M. 3.60.) This treatise is an 
attempt to prove that the Litany of the Virgin Mary, now called the 
Lauretan, had its origin in Loretto, where it was first used as a form of 
private prayer during the famine of 1 348, having developed by a natural 



